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What could be better than a thrilling 
science based workshop to get young 
people motivated and excited about 
STEM subjects. Over the last two weeks 
students all around the city and county 
from Clifden to Ballinasloe, Dunmore to 
Kinvara have been discovering the joys 
of science, technology, engineering and 
maths subjects through events provided 
by the Galway Science and Technology 
Festival.

For the last 20 years the Galway 
Science and Technology Festival has 
been thrilling our young citizens to 
attract them to continue studies in 
STEM. Galway is one of many towns and 
cities nationwide that takes part in SFI’s 
National Science Week with hundreds of 
events free of charge. 

The festival opened on Monday 
November 13 and builds up to a 
huge family fun day of STEM shows, 
demonstrations,  workshops and 
interactive exhibits hosted on NUI 
Galway campus on Sunday November 26 
The exhibition is free of charge and open 
to the public. 

Don’t worry if you’ve missed the 
deadline for ticket bookings – there will 
always be spaces available as only 70% 
of tickets are released in advance. Just 
arrange to come along early on Sunday 
morning 26th Nov. to NUI Galway, 
check out the programme on www.
galwayscience.ie , make a plan and 
take the opportunity to explore the NUI 
Galway campus and have a great day !

Galway Science and 
Technology Festival 

celebrates two decades of 
excellence and inspiration

Twenty years have passed and we 
have had many many advances in 
science and technology since 1998. 
Do you remember the Nokia 5110 and 
dial-up internet access? that’s where 
we were back then, things certainly 
have changed since then. So too has the 
complexity and variety of careers which 
have sprung up, providing employment 
in STEM sectors in the west of Ireland.

There are job titles nowadays that 
weren’t even imagined in Sci-Fi movies 
in 1998, such has been the innovations 
we have witnessed in this time period. 
The ability to change with the times lies 
in the exposure, interest and education 
of young people to these subjects 
and fortunately Galway has seized 
the opportunities and thrived in this 
respect.

 Industry, Education and 
Community Collaborating

‘The partnership that Medtronic has 
with the Science & Technology Festival 
is one of the highlights of our STEM 
program. This is our 16th year as main 
sponsor and 20th year exhibiting at the 
Festival. Our collaboration allows us to 
engage with the young scientists and 
engineers of the future by providing 
them with an immersive experience 
in the world of medical devices, and a 
platform for our employees to showcase 
product demos to children, parents 
and educators in our live interaction 
area,’ Ronan Rogers New Product 
Development Director, Medtronic 
Parkmore. 

It is wonderful that so many families, 
year on year, take the opportunity to 

attend the exhibition day, which is made 
possible through the support of our 
main partners and sponsors Medtronic, 
NUI Galway, GMIT and Science 
Foundation Ireland. Playing a valuable 
part in the festival are sponsors 
who also host stands; these include 
Aerogen, Boston Scientific, CISCO, EA 
Games, Fidelity, Romero Games, SAP, 
Creganna/TE Connectivity and Valeo 
and support agencies Marine Institute, 
IDA Ireland, Enterprise Ireland, LEO 
Galway, Galway County Council and 
the EPA.

All contribute to wonderful 
memories of a fun day out that spark 
the intelligence of young minds. 
Over the years, many of Galway’s 
STEM employers have partnered and 
sponsored the festival seeing the great 
benefits to young people and developing 
a relationship and engaging with the 
wider community – the sense of giving 
back and nurturing an interest in STEM 
feeds into the future quantity and 
quality of local resources and potential 
employees for their Galway base. They 
find it both a worth-while, rewarding 
and an enjoyable part of their work.

A very important and much 
valued aspect to the Exhibition is the 
participation of primary and secondary 
school students and their teachers who 
attend and exhibit their projects and 
work from school.  This year there will 
be almost twenty schools exhibiting 
in areas of Life Sciences, Technology, 
Maths, Physics & Chemistry – all stands 
are interactive and students spend their 
day demonstrating and explaining their 
projects to the general public.

The statistics tell a good story for future
The number of NUI Galway undergraduate students on 
STEM programmes has expanded significantly over the 
past decade, growing from 2,659 in 2006 to just over 3,500 
in 2016/2017. Much of the growth is due to diversification 
of STEM programmes on offer at the University over the 
past 20 years, which has been achieved by introducing 
brand new courses as well as increasing choice within 
existing degree courses.

Galway is recognised as a medical technology 
(‘MedTech’) hub and NUI Galway is a global hub for 
such medical technology. Eight of the world’s top ten 
med-tech companies are based here in Galway, devices 
made and designed here save lives all over the world. 

’The new, and diversified, STEM programmes at 
NUI Galway are improving training in specific, 
traditional STEM subjects, such as Engineering, 
Computing,  Chemistry,  Biology,  Physics , 
Maths”, says Dr Gavin Collins, who is the vice-dean 
for the Promotion of STEM, “we are also focused 
on growing areas cutting across these subjects, such 
as Biomedical Science, Biomedical Engineering, 
Information Technology,  Financial  Maths, 
Environmental Science and Energy Systems, which 
are aligned to critical areas of research and technological 
development. This is where new job opportunities 
lie and our STEM programmes are responding to the 
needs of the ‘knowledge economy.’ The most up-to-date 
figures available from the Higher Education Authority, 
recorded in March 2017, showed that NUI Galway had 
the biggest intake of undergraduates in the University 
sector of those studying natural sciences, mathematics 
and statistics. GMIT had the second highest intake in 
the IOT sector (after DIT) for the same classification of 
students. GMIT had the biggest intake of students into 
Information and Communication Technologies in the 
West of Ireland.

‘For the period 2010 to 2017, the total number of 
undergraduate students studying core science, ICT and 

environmental related programmes in GMIT and NUI 
Galway has increased from 2649 to 3942.  This represents 
an increase of about 50%.  This shows the remarkable 
interest in science subjects in both institutions.  It also 
places Galway as a major STEM centre in the country 
as reflected in the hi-tech industry in the region, the 
increasing number of students taking science-related 
courses at third-level and the active engagement with 
science as shown by the number of school-related 
activities during the festival,’ commented Des Foley, 
Head of School of Science and Computing, GMIT.

According to a 2016 survey carried out at GMIT, 
science and ICT graduate retention in the western 
region for their first job is between 65% to 70%. GMIT 
will double the area of its innovation hub with specific 
focus in supporting start-up medical technology and 
ICT companies through development of incubation 
laboratory and office space. 

Domink Soos, Ryan Wang, Carla Molnar Scoil Rois Primary 
School, Salthill enjoying some dry ice fun .

Carmen Hodgson (5) and her sister Talia Hodgson (7) from St. Nicholas N.S., Claddagh and originally from New York, enjoy 
the Medtronic exhibition in NUI Galway as part of the Galway Science & Technology Festival 2016. Photo: Andrew Downes, 
Xposure.

Welcome to Galway Science and 
Technology Exhibition – Fáilte roimh chách  

Sunday 26th  
Nov. 2017

NUI Galway
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The Stage

#galwayscience Pictured at the 2016 Galway Science & Technology Festival Exhibition 
Siobhan Igoe, Associate Quality Engineer, Medtronic.
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Arts and Science Concourse – Blue Zone

Sponsors & partners of the 2017 Festival

nuI Galway campuS
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2017 not only marks 20 years but also 
the beginning of a new era for the 
festival, with the sad passing of Tom 
Hyland, former chairperson who acted 
as Chairperson for a number of year 
and was involved with the committee 
since its inception. His dedication 
to the objectives of the first festival 
cannot be underestimated, in the 
voluntary support and drive to keep 
the momentum of the annual festival 
growing and changing with the times 
consistently year on year. It was Noel 
Treacy in his role as Minister for 
Science, Technology and Commerce 
who brought together a working group 
to set up the first festival in 1998. 

A new chairman joins the board 
for the first time this year, Paul Mee 
of Mazars Galway, who has great 
admiration for the work carried out 
by Tom in sustaining the festival. ‘I’d 
like to acknowledge the voluntary 
contribution Tom Hyland made over 
the years in driving the development 
of the Galway Science and Technology 
festival, with his vision and foresight 
he has truly left a valuable legacy, he 
will be sadly missed by all involved,’ 
commented Paul Mee. 

‘This festival highlights and 
strengthens the partnerships that exist 
between industry and education and it 
showcases the wealth of resources we 
can provide in the region to both our 

students as well as entrepreneurs and 
multi-national companies considering a 
move to Galway.

This festival allows us to inspire 
and encourage young people’s interest 

in STEM subjects which over the last 
two decades has led to Galwegians 
becoming leaders in the scientific, 
technological sectors both here in the 
west of Ireland and all around the globe.

By doing so we have improved our 
young people’s prospects for well-
paid and satisfying employment 
opportunities and we put Galway on 
the global map. Who could possibly 

have foreseen the successful Medtech 
and ICT ecosystem that has grown 
in Galway over the last 20 years and 
looking back it is evident that the 
sustained efforts of those involved in 
the Galway Science and Technology 
Festival have contributed to making 
Galway such an attractive place for 
innovation, start-ups and foreign 
direct investment, with the valuable 
STEM resources both in third level 
programmes and the graduates 
that we produce,’ commented Paul 
Mee, Chairman, Galway Science and 
Technology Festival 2017. 

RICHARD III Discovered: 
The King under the carpark

Richard III Discovered Exhibition 
arrives from University of Leicester 
and shows how science and technology 
was used to discover a body during 
an archaeological dig under a council 
car park in Leicester which led to 
the identification through DNA of 
King Richard III’s skeleton. Dr. Turi 
King, Geneticist and Mathew Morris 
Archaeologist will do guided visits and 
talks on Friday (Aula Maxima, NUIG), 
Saturday(Galway Shopping Centre) 
and Sunday(NUI Galway) : Book on 
www.galwayscience.eventbrite.ie

NEW THIS YEAR
One of the brand-new shows of the 

2017 Galway Science and Technology 
Festival will be Sirius Science!   A 3D 
Celestial Journey will take you on a tour 
of the International Space Station, Join 
Astobiologists on a Mission to Mars 
with the NUIG Biochemical Society. 
The Shapes of Space is a hands-on 
workshop. Have a go at the Astronomy 
Board Game and try making your own.

STEAMWORK with Toodlelou will 
allow you experiment with, simple 
robotics and learn about chemicals 
reactions. Dr. How’s Science Wows 
present a new show The Eccentric 
Energy show explores energy sources 
with fun. Your Beautiful Biased Brain 
by James Soper reveals the weird and 
wonderful workings of our brains and 
behaviour. Marine Biodiscovery: from 
the bottom of the sea to the pharmacy 
will be fascinating. 

The Environmental Protection 
Agency will take part in the Galway 
Science Festival for the first time this 
year. They’re bringing along a drone, 
the radon house and some detective 
bugs.  Try your wits in the RSA 
Simulator The simulator is a car body 
fitted to a rotating hydraulic platform 
and demonstrates how it would feel if 
you were in a car which turned over in 
a collision.

Top tips for making the 
most of the Exhibition Day
The Galway Science and Technology Festival Exhibition Day at NUI Galway is the 
family-friendly highlight of our Festival with a myriad of interactive exhibition 
stands, events, shows and workshops, all FREE, on one day! Pick up a copy of 
the programme and map or bring along the centrefold of this newspaper as a 
guide. To make the most of the day visitors are encouraged to plan your day, 
allowing yourself time to get from one venue to the next. Pre-book tickets if 
possible or queue at least 10 minutes before the event start-time.  There are 
student volunteers throughout the event, feel free to ask them for information, 
guidance or directions.

Does your child know your mobile number? if not a simple tip is to write it on 
their hand or write it on a piece of paper and put it in their pocket. In case you 
get separated agree a meeting point with family members especially in the Bailey 
Allen Hall. 

TRAVELLING TO THE EXHIBITION
Galway City Buses routes 402,404,405 and 411 depart from Eyre square to NUI 

Galway on Sunday’s every 40 to 60 minutes and the Bailey Allen Hall is near 
University Road bus stop. 

PARK & RIDE AND TAKE THE SHUTTLE BUS
Parking is free all day on Sunday on the NUI Galway campus.  It is strongly 

advised to park at the Corrib Village (on the N59 Clifden Road) and avail of the 
Park & Ride service, running every 15 mins from 10am to 6.30pm.  The drop off & 
pick up area will be in front of the Orbsen building (Green Zone). 

WHERE TO EAT
If you would like to bring a packed lunch, there are many picnic areas on the 

campus and where there are seats and tables. There are lots of choices on campus: 
Moffets serves hot lunches and cold food; College Bar (next to the Bailey Allen 
Hall) has a reasonably priced pizzas, sandwiches; Smokey Joes Coffee Shop on 
the Concourse and Subway for sandwiches and rolls.

FAMILY FACILITIES AND BABY CHANGING
At the end of each corridor and block in the university you will find toilet facilities 

and baby changing facilities are in the O’Donoghue Centre. Unfortunately, due to 
health and safety buggies are not permitted in the main exhibition area of the 
Bailey Allen Hall, please ask a volunteer where buggies are stored.

Everyone is looking 
forward to the Galway 
Science and Technology 
E x h i b i t i o n  D a y  o n 
26th November in NUI 
Galway, with many of 
the favourites returning: 
‘Kitchen Chemistry’ (don’t 
try this at home), Cell 
Explorer’s Fantastic DNA 
and Little Cells just to 
name a few amongst the 
great workshops from 
NUIG and GMIT. Take the 
opportunity to experience 
the Oasis in Space at the 
Exploration Dome and 
Tour the Solar System with 
Space & Astronomy with 
Declan Holmes.  

If you’ve a gaming fan 
in your house don’t miss 
EA Games and Galway- 
based Romero Games and 
many more indigenous 
games companies. Go to 
the movies with ReelLife 
Science Cinema and watch 
the premiere screening 
of the best Short Science 
Movies produced by 
community groups and 
primary and secondary 
school students this year. 
Exploring Under the 
Microscope will introduce 
children to microscopes 
investigating insects and 

spiders up close to see how 
they walk on walls!

Great Exhibits and 
Demonstrations – Walk-In

Make sure to set time 
aside for the great exhibits 
and demos You don’t need 
a ticket to watch Valeo’s 
R&D engineers with their 
driverless car in the car 
park. See first-hand how an 
autonomous car interprets 
the world around it using 

cutting-edge computer 
vision and multi-sensor 
fusion. These technologies 
are sure to contribute to 
a safer world, with cars 
that actually know you 
are human and track your 
movements to ensure your 
safety, pretty cool! Not to 
be missed!” 

Check out The Physics 
Buskers, run by the Irish 
Science on Stage team, a 

collaboration between the 
Institute of Physics Ireland 
and CASTEL of DCU. 
Whatever you do, don’t 
forget to bring your teddy 
and visit the NUIG Sláinte 
Society mini Teddy Bear 
Hospital! No appointment 
needed. Teddy will undergo 
an X-ray, make a trip to the 
surgery and maybe even 
get an injection!   www.
galwayscience.ie

From the kitchen sink to outerspace

Claire Lillis, Aerogen with an Aspirator, in 
NUI Galway as part of the Galway Science 
& Technology Festival.

James Bryant got Naomi 
Forkan to test gravity 
on Chloe Cario (as 
Iassac Newton) from 3 
year The Jes , Galway.

The beginning of a new era

Sunday 26th  
Nov. 2017

NUI Galway


